
Year 3 – Spring Block 2 – Prepositions

Step 3: Using Prepositions to 

Express Time
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Introduction

Match each sentence starter with a suitable prepositional phrase.

The cat was hiding at 8.45am.

The dog walked in the bush.

Grandad was born beside the boy.

The school is open before the war.
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Introduction

Match each sentence starter with a suitable prepositional phrase.
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The cat was hiding at 8.45am.

The dog walked in the bush.

Grandad was born beside the boy.

The school is open before the war.



Varied Fluency 1

Circle the prepositions that can be used to express time.

winter following summer

in after day
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Varied Fluency 1

Circle the prepositions that can be used to express time.

winter following summer

in after day
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Varied Fluency 2

Sort the words below into the correct place on the table.

Noun Preposition

about evening at break
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Varied Fluency 2

Sort the words below into the correct place on the table.

Noun Preposition

evening

break

about

at

about evening at break
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Varied Fluency 3

Which sentence uses a preposition to express time?

A. I’m thirsty and need a drink.

B. I haven’t had a drink since lunch.
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Varied Fluency 3

Which sentence uses a preposition to express time?

A. I’m thirsty and need a drink.

B. I haven’t had a drink since lunch.
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Varied Fluency 4

True or false? The underlined word in the sentence below is a 

preposition used to express time.

You have until Friday to finish your 

homework.
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Varied Fluency 4

True or false? The underlined word in the sentence below is a 

preposition used to express time.

You have until Friday to finish your 

homework.

True
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Application 1

Write a sentence that includes the prepositional phrase used to 

express time below.  

about three years
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Application 1

Write a sentence that includes the prepositional phrase used to 

express time below.  

about three years

Various answers, for example:  

I have known him for about three years.
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Reasoning 1

Underline the preposition used to express time in the sentence 

below.

He has had trouble since sleeping the 

accident last year.

Is it in the correct place? Explain why.
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Reasoning 1

Underline the preposition used to express time in the sentence 

below.

He has had trouble since sleeping the 

accident last year.

Is it in the correct place? Explain why.

No. The preposition ‘since’ should come before...
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Reasoning 1

Underline the preposition used to express time in the sentence 

below.

He has had trouble since sleeping the 

accident last year.

Is it in the correct place? Explain why.

No. The preposition ‘since’ should come before ‘the accident last 

year’ e.g. He has had trouble sleeping since the accident last year.
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Reasoning 2

If the underlined preposition is changed for the one in the box, will 

the sentence still mean the same?

You can’t open your presents before

people arrive.

Explain your answer.
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Reasoning 2

If the underlined preposition is changed for the one in the box, will 

the sentence still mean the same?

You can’t open your presents before

people arrive.

Explain your answer.

Yes, because both mean...
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Reasoning 2

If the underlined preposition is changed for the one in the box, will 

the sentence still mean the same?

You can’t open your presents before

people arrive.

Explain your answer.

Yes, because both mean that the presents can only be opened after 
people have arrived. 
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